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28 March 2018 
 
 
Dear Keith 
 
 
London Assembly Transport  Committee Meeting – 8 November 2017 
 
Thank you for your letter of 16 November following my appearance at the London Assembly 
Transport Committee on 8 November 2017. I am sorry for the delay responding to you.  
 
I note that you published your updated report into Motorcycle safety in London on 15 March 
2018. We will separately be responding to the issues you raised in this.   
 
An update on the actions in the Motorcycle Safety Action Plan 
 
The majority of actions have been completed, and the remainder are now business as 
usual for either the Metropolitan Police Service or us. I attach an update on all 29 actions at 
Appendix A. We are also building on the Motorcycle Safety Action Plan with actions set out 
in a Vision Zero Action Plan, which we are due to publish later in 2018.  
 
There are three of 29 actions in the 2014 plan which we are not currently planning to 
deliver.  
 
Number 7:  TfL will proactively trial new technologies designed to make 

motorcycling safer. For example, the use of innovative lighting displays 
designed to increase the width of a motorcycle’s visual footprint in 
order to reduce right turning ‘failed to look’ collisions  

 
Number 29:  TfL, through the motorcycle working group, will work with the 

motorcycle industry in Europe to continue to develop future designs 
and technology to improve motorcycle safety through trials and 
knowledge sharing.  

 
Both of these actions focus on improving safety technology on motorcycles which 
manufacturers are in a better to position to lead, and we will continue to encourage them to 
do so.  
 

 
 
Keith Prince AM 
London Assembly Transport Committee, Chair 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
London 
SE1 2AA 
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 Number 21:  TfL and the police will update the motorcycle 
fatality files research study to identify any emerging safety issues that 
least to fatal collisions 

 
The patterns of collisions involving motorcycles have remained broadly consistent over 
time. As the issues leading to motorcyclist fatalities are well understood, there are currently 
no plans to study police files on motorcyclist fatalities for a second time.  
 
Confirmation of the Healthy Streets budget and any specific sums within that 
programme for specific interventions such as BikeSafe-London 
 
The Healthy Streets budget is £2.2bn for 2018/19 to 2022/23. This includes cycle routes 
such as Cycle Superhighways, Liveable Neighbourhoods and bus priority projects.  
 
There are other activities in our Business Plan that benefit motorcyclists. This includes the 
Safer Junctions Programme which prioritises funding based on data, including motorcyclist 
collisions. Some Local Implementation Funding is also used by boroughs to improve 
motorcycle safety.  
 
There is around £280,000 in the current Business Plan for 2017/18 for schemes to reduce 
motorcyclist collisions and improve motorcycle safety and rider skills, including: 
 

 BikeSafe-London/ScooterSafe-London 

 1-2-1 Motorcycle Skills 

 An online course preparing people for their Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) 

 the borough of Lewisham’s pre-CBT classroom course  

 the Beyond CBT course for motorcycle delivery riders 

 Motorcycle Industry Association training body and instructor accreditation 
 

We also co-fund the Metropolitan Police Roads and Transport Policing Command which 
includes a motorcycle safety team.  
 
Examples of monitoring work undertaken following improvement to junctions as part 
of the Healthy Streets Programme and any notable outcomes, including adverse 
impacts 
 
We monitor programmes delivered within the Healthy Streets Portfolio to understand how 
successful the schemes have been, and how future schemes can be improved. We often 
monitor in relation to each scheme’s specific objectives. For example, we may monitor 
collision rates in relation to cycle flows on Cycle Superhighways.  
 
If monitoring shows that performance needs to be improved, a road safety audit is carried 
out by trained road safety auditors, independent of the junction designers. Safety 
recommendations from this are then incorporated into future upgrade work.  
 
In addition to our road safety auditing process, we also carry out monitoring in the form of 
counts and user surveys. On more innovative infrastructure we carry out more detailed 
monitoring, including observations and surveys, on how different user groups are affected.  
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 Further information, if available, on the number of collisions 
between cyclists or pedestrians and motorcyclists in bus lanes 
 
Due to how the police services geocode locations, we cannot say with absolute certainty if 
collisions took place in bus lanes or in the adjacent lanes.  
 
The number of collisions on streets with bus lanes involving a motorcyclist resulting in 
pedestrian injury has decreased, however there was an increase in the number of fatalities. 
Over the same period, there was a slight increase in the number of collisions between 
motorcyclists and cyclists. However, since 2011 there has been a 17 per cent increase in 
cycle journeys in London, almost double the increase in collisions resulting in cyclist injury.  
 
We are determined to eradicate road casualties in London through the Vision Zero Action 
Plan, which will ensure no-one is killed or seriously injured in road traffic collisions by 2041. 
 

Collision 
Severity 

Collisions on streets with bus lanes involving 
motorcyclists resulting in pedestrian injury 

2011-2013 2014-2016 

Fatal 4 6 

Serious 56 38 

Slight 259 249 

Total 319 293 

 

Collision 
Severity 

Collisions on streets with bus lanes involving 
motorcyclists resulting in cyclist injury 

2011-2013 2014-2016 

Fatal 0 0 

Serious 11 7 

Slight 78 90 

Total 89 97 

 
Please let me know if you need anything further.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Lilli Matson 
Director of Transport Strategy 
 
 




